
2026 Historic Sutter Creek Ragtime Festival 

RAGTIME COMPOSITION CONTEST 
OFFICIAL RULES 

Composition 
The composition shall be inspired by or themed to the town of Sutter Creek or the Historic Sutter Creek Ragtime Festival, 

and the title must reflect that inspiration. 

The composition should be as close as possible to the authentic form, style, melody, rhythm and harmonic language of 

the ragtime era. The rag should have at least 3 distinct musical sections. 

The composition shall not have been previously performed publicly, or published/distributed in any form. 

Entry 
There will be an entry fee of $25 to participate in the competition. There is no age limit for this contest, however minors 

must have permission from a parent/guardian to enter. 

The deadline to enter and pay the fee is July 15, 2026. You may enter the contest either by filling out the form on the 

website, or downloading/printing the PDF version of the entry form and returning it by mail to: 

Historic Sutter Creek Ragtime Festival, PO Box 1658, Sutter Creek, CA 95685 

A music score for your composition must be submitted to the Festival, either to the mailing address above or to the 

Festival Director’s email address: historicsuttercreekragtime@gmail.com. You may either submit a typeset score or a 

legible manuscript. The deadline to submit your score is July 15, 2026. 

Composers are allowed a maximum of one entry in the contest. Collaborations are allowed, but each contributing 

composer may not enter any pieces in addition to their collective work.  

Performance 
The contest will take place on Saturday, August 8, 2026 in the Sutter Creek Community Center. It is highly encouraged for 

composers to attend the Festival and perform their own composition in the contest, however, if this cannot be arranged, it 

is the composer’s responsibility to solicit a surrogate performer who will be at the Festival.  

Composers who are performing their own piece must have it memorized, they will not be allowed to use sheet music 

during their performance. Surrogate performers will be permitted to use the music score as a reference. 

There is a time limit of 5 minutes for the performance. The judges will remove points if a performance goes over this limit.  

Judging & Prizes 
The HSCRF will provide 3 qualified judges who will assess each presented composition based on style, originality, and 

theming. The judges' decision is final. 

The Festival will present a 1st Prize of $250 to the winning composer. 2nd and 3rd Place composers will receive honorable 

recognition. The top three winning compositions will have the opportunity to be featured in the Festival’s Saturday 

Afternoon Concert, which is dedicated to ragtime compositions inspired by Sutter Creek. The musicians who played the 

top three pieces during the contest will also be the ones performing in the concert. 
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